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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BRIAN 
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, creator of the universe, 

create hearts within our Senators that 
will make them strong enough to know 
when they are weak. Give them suffi-
cient bravery to choose the more dif-
ficult right. Lord, inspire them to be 
gracious in defeat and humble in vic-
tory. Give them enough integrity to 
face themselves when they are afraid, 
as they remember that perfect love de-
stroys trepidations. Teach them, O 
God, how to stand up in the storm with 
complete confidence in the ultimate 
triumph of truth. 

We pray in Your majestic Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 9, 2014. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-

ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Following my remarks 
and those of the Republican leader, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business with the time until noon di-
vided equally. The Republicans will 
control the first 30 minutes, and the 
majority will control the second 30 
minutes. 

At noon, all post-cloture time on the 
motion to proceed to S. 1845, the unem-
ployment insurance extension, will ex-
pire and the Senate will begin consider-
ation of the bill. Senators will be noti-
fied when votes are scheduled. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

Mr. REID. Another day has passed 
and we still have a vast majority of Re-
publicans standing in the way of the 
extension of unemployment benefits. 

Some Republican Senators are hav-
ing conversations about possible offsets 
for a full-year extension. I have said a 
number of times I think we would be 
ill-advised to have another short-term 
extension. If we are going to have an 
extension that they are talking about 
paying for, let’s do it for 1 year. We 
don’t need to come back and worry 
about this in 3 more months. 

Let’s see how they wish to pay for 
this. We have heard proposals. The pro-
posals are, one, to stop people having 
health care. The other is to go after 
children, the earned-income tax credit 

for American boys and girls. It doesn’t 
sound like a very good idea to me. 

Then we have a number of proposals 
suggested by another Senator late last 
night that, if we look at it, it is not 
worth $5 billion. It is worth much less 
than that. To do what has been sug-
gested by one Republican Senator 
would be to devastate the disabled, and 
that wouldn’t be appropriate. 

I would be interested if there are 
other proposals. As I have indicated on 
a number of occasions, I continue to 
say offsetting the cost of emergency 
unemployment benefits is not some-
thing I agree with. 

President Bush extended emergency 
unemployment insurance five times. 
Not one of these five times was there a 
whimper from my Republican col-
leagues or certainly Democratic Sen-
ators that it should be paid for. It 
wasn’t right to offset the cost when 
President Bush was President, and it is 
not right to offset the cost now that 
President Obama is in the White 
House. 

We have cut the deficit in half since 
President Obama took office, and over-
all debt reduction has been even more 
transparent, almost $3 trillion. While 
we must keep up our good work, we 
have more to do. We must solve the Na-
tion’s job crisis if we ever hope to solve 
fiscal problems. 

Today’s long-term unemployment 
rate is more than double what it was at 
any time Congress let emergency job 
assistance expire. Since many Repub-
lican Senators are insisting that the 
cost be offset, I am pleased to talk, as 
we all are on this side of the aisle, 
about a long-term emergency extension 
of unemployment benefits. I repeat, I 
am waiting to hear from my Repub-
lican colleagues about how to pay for 
this extension. 

It has been a week since families al-
ready hanging by a thread were kicked 
off of unemployment insurance bene-
fits. Think about this. People who have 
been out of work for month after 
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